The idea is an obvious extension of the use of a sign
to mark a shop, and it is not unlikely that these
joined armorial shields hung over the door of the
printing house. Nothing analogous to this use of a
device, however, had been characteristic of the
manuscript books; so that this firm may be credited
with introducing a practice whkh has ever since
persisted among printers and publishers, of using a
distinctive mark as part of their imprint.

JOHANN MEXTEUN of Strassburg, and his son-in-
law, ADOLF RUSCH, were the first rivals of Fust and
Schoeffer. Gutenberg had lived at Strassburg from
about 1430 until shortly before 1448. There is a
technical cnideness about much of the work of
Mentelin and Rusch which suggests that they may
have acquired their knowledge of how to print be-
fore the details of the invention had been perfected.
Only four of the 58 books ascribed to these two, on
the evidence of the type faces, are dated, and only a
few others have the name of either place or printer.
These signs of secretiveness suggest some connec-
tion with the time when the inventor would natur-
ally desire to keep everything as much as possible
to himself.

A few fragments survive which may be speci-
mens of Gutenberg's early experimental work. The
most convincing of these is a portion of an astro-
logical calendar, which gives certain data that cor-
respond with the astronomical calculations for the